New A hopeful sign in our own parish is the move among the village young married men to build cottages tot themselves, with cottages the help of their neighbours out of working hours, cottages with ample light, indoor sanitation, garages, even with the latest gadgets. If the cottages are less picturesque than the older ones they are at least built with sound material, which cannot be said of all the Council cottages. Too much stress is laid by committees of the Council for the Preservation of Rural England on a merely negative quality, a superficial appearance not discordant with that of the older local buildings. It is too often forgotten that old cottages were once new, their walls and roofs straight and square, those built of stone invariably colour-washed white, pink, or blue, the mullions coloured or whitened, Cobbctt in his Rural Rides speaks of the yellowish stone of the Cotswolcl quarries which was thus treated when used on buildings.
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